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COMMISSIONERS AND SELECTMEN MEET
TO DISCUSS POLICE COVERAGE

The Annual Meeting of the Village District authorised the
Commissioners to adopt an agreement with the Madison Selectmen
concerning Madison police coverage and jurisdiction within the
Village District. Officials of both communities met on Monday
night (May 23rd) in the Selectmen’s office in Madison to take up
this issue.

Chief Malcolm MacDonald explained how the present system
works and made a number of suggestions regarding the mechanics of
such a cooperative venture. One possibility is that Eidelweias
hire part time officera to provide the extra coverage required by
Eidelweiaa at the weekenda and holidaya. The detailas would be up
to the Commissioners to decide. Eidelweisa would provide the
vehicle. Administration would be carried out by the Madison
Department. MacDonald explained the current procedures for record
keeping and accountability, and the relationship to the Sheriff’s
department when Madison police are unavailable. Mr. Hubbell and
State Representative Holmes drew attention to the requirement for
having a written agreement between the two communities. This will
be worked out and filed with the State Attorney General. Both
parties agreed to meet in two weeka time to sort out the agreement
and further details.
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RSA 91A GETIS SOME ATTENTION

Mr. Sager, the Precinct’s attorney, was on hand at the last
Commigsioneras meeting, to explain RSA 91A. This 1ia the statute
that covers the subject of meetings for governmental bodiea in New
Hampahire. Baasically it prohibita discussion and decisiona being
made outside properly constituted meetings. Mr. Monet pointed out
that, between meetings, a Commissioner could apparently discuss an
issue with a taxpayer but not with a fellow Commissioner and that
aeemed a bit strange. Mr. Sager agreed but atresased that while the
statute generated some difficulties it also served as a deterent
to back room deals - moreover it was the law. The discussion
aspect of Article 91A has been consistently ignored by Eidelweiss
officials in the past and probably is by many municipalities but
Mr. Graffam has made it quite clear that the Board of

- Commisaioners is going to try and uphold it. It was a big boost
' for the "By the Book'" brigade!
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Except for slashing the special requests for the Public Works
Department with unusual swiftness, the preliminary bouts at the
Annual Meeting on April 3Gth had been relatively bloodless. But
now it was time to go for the bones - now it was down to Article
33A. The issue at stake was whether the Commigssioners should be
authorised to adopt an agreement with Madison authorising Madison
police coverage and juriadiction within the Village Diatrict.
Underlying the particular article, however, was the whole issue of
the relationship with Madison - should we seek secession or
should we negotiate. Article 33A was the antithesis of Article
40, which was the one that addressed the secession issue directly.
It just happened to be Article 33A that was on the menu first and
it wasa clear that this was where the issue was going to be
decided.

Proponents talked of the advantages of cooperating with
Madison, citing coast sasavings, reduced liability, and fewer
administrative headaches. Opponents focused on the legal
complications, debateable good faith efforts on the part of
Madison in the past and the value of autonomy. Speakers from all
sides of the arena sprang up, spoke up, dried up, shut up, sat
down - were sometimes even put down -~ but this was the essence of
what town meetings are about. And there it was:; cut and thrust:
thruat and parry. There was little action on the middle ground -
there is none to be had on this kind of iasue and the debate
awung rapidly from end to end. There wasn’t much opportunity for
levity either - or consulting the horoscope. Eidelweiss was
conaidering a major change in direction, a turnabout - to go with
Madison inetead of away from it - to integrate with the town
inastead of segregating from it.

The final vote (24-15) in favor of authorising police
. coverage from Madison was perhaps less important than the manner
in which it was accomplished. For once, and how rare this has
been in Eidelweiss, all the bases were covered on the issue - it
was difficult to find much of substance that was missed by either
side. When Article 40 came up, further extended discussion was
unnecessary and the vote against secession was 22-10. But one
thing is for sure, if the community continues to debate with such
veracity and intensity the challenges that beset it then the
future of Eildelweisse lookas much brighter.

Credibility Issue Dogs the Property UOwners Association.

The Eidelweiss Property Uwners Asscociation (EPOAD in recent
years has been doing an excellent Jjob in various social
activitieas. Clean Up Days, atrawberry festivala, pot luck suppers
and barbecues and bonfires on the beach, have been an important
and successful contribution to the reaort atmosphere - of
Eidelweiss. Nevertheless, the EPOA has always had something of a
credibility problem. it has never managed to attract much more






